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Hand surgery in Malaysia began modestly with the cor-
rection of claw deformity in leprosy patients early in the
last century, and began to evolve over the years into the
treatment of injuries in plantation and industrial work-
ers, at home and then in road crashes.
With training of some of our surgeons in various over-

seas centres, particularly in the UK and then in USA and
Singapore, hand and microsurgery began to be developed
in General Hospital Kuala Lumpur and University Malaya
Hospital, when they returned home.
An international three-day conference on hand sur-

gery in Kuala Lumpur in the mid-1980’s created greater
awareness on the topic and helped to bring hand sur-
gery to the fore-front, with setting up hand clinics,
training in micro-surgery, and so on, in the major hospi-
tals in Kuala Lumpur initially.
Today, there are dedicated hand surgeons, technicians

and hand therapists in the major government and pri-
vate hospitals throughout the country, providing excel-
lent services in this specialised and demanding area of
trauma and reconstructive surgery.
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