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Cancer cell metabolism has been in and off the spotlight
for the last 80 years or so. Since the milestone studies
of Warburg, much has been learned about the molecular
basis by which cancer cells utilize resources (metabolic)
in a much efficient manner than their normal cell coun-
terparts. Recent advances have clearly shown the meta-
bolic pathways interact with and modulate, signaling
pathways that control cell proliferation, senescence,
apoptosis, angiogenesis, among others. As a result, can-
cer is being increasingly recognized as a systemic (and
evidently metabolic) group of diseases. Nevertheless,
much less is known concerning the eventual role of
metabolic pathways in the selection of particular tumor
cell traits/phenotypes. The metabolic regulation of the
microenvironment, and the ways by which metabolic
pathways alter the cross-talk between cancer cells and
other elements of the microenvironment, is currently
one of our main scientific interests. I will present our
latest findings on the role of lipid metabolism in the
selection of metastatic behavior by tumor cells. Using
models of hematological and solid cancers, I will present
data showing the metabolic alterations in microenviron-
ment gives instructive cues that regulate/modulate the
metastatic potential of cancer cells.
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